
Church 
celebrates 
95 years 
By Jane DeNoyelles 
Staff Writer 

Parishioners of St. Margaret's Church 
in Pearl River are looking forward to a 
three-month celebration of its 95th anni
versary, marking its growth from a small 
mission in 1895, to the spiritual home of 
almost 2,000 families today. 

And while such festivities as a bazaar, 
circus and dinner-dance are still to be 
held, the observance, which began Sun
day, opened with a simple ceremony 
rededicating the church's 60-year-old 
bell. 

The bell was replaced last year with 
an electronic device, but the significance 
of the bell remains the same, calling the 
community to the church for celebration 
and fellowship. 

The Rev. James Doyle, pastor of St. 
Margaret's, officiated at the 11 a.m. 
prayer and rededication ceremony. Also 
present were four residents who had been 
members of the parish for more than 80 
years each, said Sister Michaela Connol
ly, pastoral associate for the parish. 

The bell, which had been in the 
church's belltower since it was first dedi
cated in 1930 by then-pastor Monsignor 
Cornelius Hayes, is now seated on a rock 
slab under the church's 1931 cornerstone. 

"Every bell is supposed to have a 
name," said the Rev. William Scafidi, 
parochial vicar of the parish. "In this 
case, it would St. Margaret." 

It was replaced in the belltower last 
year when an electric bell was installed 
with the help of the Excelsior Fire En
gine Co. of the Pearl River Fire Depart
ment. 

Doyle said the parish has been plan
ning events for the 95th anniversary 
jubilee since the beginning of the year. 

The parish began in 1895 when local 
Catholics, who had to travel to Blauvelt 
or Nanuet to worship, petitioned to have 
Mass in Pearl River. The chapel of St. 
Agnes was built in 1895 on South Main 
Street, under the leadership of the Rev. 
John J. Hughes, then pastor of St. Jo
seph's Church in Spring Valley. 

On Oct. 10, 1900, ground was broken 
on the hill at the corner of West Central 
Avenue and Magnolia Street in Pearl 
River for the new Church of St. Margaret 
of Antioch. 

In 1923 it became an independent 
parish. But in 1929, an accidental fire 
destroyed the church. The Knights of 
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The Rev. William Scafidi, left, parochial vicar of St. Margaret's Church, and 
the Rev. James Doyle, pastor, pose before the church in Pearl River 
yesterday. 

Columbus hall, then on South Pearl 
Street, became the site of services for the 
next two years, while another church was 
built. 

The present church building was fin
ished in 1931. In recent improvements, an 
elevator was added to enable the handi
capped to participate fully in parish 
activities. 

The parish's 16-room school enrolls 
400 children in kindergarten through 8th 
grade classes, and provides a religious 
education program for another 400 chil
dren in the same grades. 

The parish numbers over 1,800 fami
lies. 

Parishioners will celebrate the 
church's beginnings and future during the 
next three months. 

A youth weekend is scheduled Oct. 12, 
13, and 14. It begins in the school gymna-

sium with two performances of the Royal 
Lichtenstein Circus, the world's smallest 
complete circus. 

The next day includes a youth carni
val and bazaar from 12 to 5 p.m. for 
children and adults. A dinner-dance for 
parish teen-agers is scheduled Oct. 14 in 
the gym after the 6 p.m. Mass. 

On Nov. 16, a parish-wide dinner 
dance will be held at Singer's Lakeside 
Manor in Spring Valley. 

Exhibits of parish memorabilia will 
be shown on Dec. 8 and 9, followed by a 3 
p.m. Mass to be celebrated jointly by 
priests who have served over the years at 
St. Margaret's. 

The jubilee celebration will end on 
New Year's Eve with a special 7 p.m. 
Mass, followed by a champagne toast to 
the parish's future and 100th anniversary 
to be celebrated in 1995. 


